
 

 

   Picture a cross between Clark Gable and that excitable 

Australian fellow who frolics with alligators on cable TV, and 

you get something of a picture of Frank Buck (1884-1950). 

Born in a Gainesville, Texas, wagon yard, Buck grew up in 

Dallas before setting out on a globe-spanning odyssey, 

capturing wild animals for U.S. zoos and circuses. He became 

famous in the 1930s for several books that described - in 

lively, muscular prose - his exploits with "man-eating" tigers, 

king cobras, elephants, tapirs and so on.  

 

   Between 1910 and 1940, when Frank Buck, the big jungle 

man, did most of his work, cruelty toward wild animals was 

generally condoned in the name of "hunting" or "sport."  

 

   That his trademark motto, "Bring 

'em back alive," made him famous, 

however, indicates that even in his 

day human consciousness was high 

enough to appreciate his respect for 

animals. Today this consciousness is 

so widespread that no one could 

become a hero of his stature by 

trapping jungle animals for profit.  

 

   But he understood animals and 

respected them, even displayed 

toward them the care of a mother for 

her child. When they were injured or 

sick, he personally tended them, a 

risky business. A 600-pound tapir he 

was treating almost killed him. A 

python saw him as a meal, and a 

cobra spewed deadly venom in his 

eyes. Attacked by another cobra, he 

threw his coat over the snake and 

pounced on it. He held it beneath him 

as it wriggled to get free until aides 

could get a grip on its head and pull it 

out, like a bird extracting a worm 

from the ground. The python that had 

him in its grip was one of the very 

few he had to kill. He managed to get 

one arm free enough to reach his 

sidearm; then he put three rounds in 

the giant  reptile's brain. 
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   From his headquarters at the Raffles Hotel in Singapore, he 

operated a collecting network that spanned the lush jungles of 

Malaya, Borneo, Sumatra and India. Over the years, he 

brought back hundreds of thousands of birds and animals of 

all kinds for sale to zoos, circuses and private collectors. In 

1922, he provided Dallas with an entire zoo of more than 500 

specimens. In 1948, he returned to his hometown of 

Gainesville, Texas, to dedicate the Frank Buck Zoo and the 

Frank Buck Zoological Society. 

 

   In 1930, the publication of Bring ’em Back Alive, an instant 

best seller, made its author, Frank Buck, an international 

celebrity. These animal stories told by the intrepid Texas 

animal collector and jungle adventurer enraptured generations 

of boys. 

 

   Buck spent his life capturing alive every kind of animal, from birds to snakes to elephants. Because 

there were no tranquilizer darts in those days, he learned to build traps and snares in ways that 

prevented injury to the animals he caught. Buck always accompanied his animals on shipboard to 

America to be sure they were well treated, and refused to sell to anyone who did not have an 

impeccable reputation for animal care. 

 

   The creator of the Dallas zoo in the 1920s, Buck was a hero ranking with 

Lindbergh, Ruth, and Dempsey. The dashing and powerful Buck leapt easily 

from Simon and Schuster’s published pages to the silver screen, portraying 

himself in Wild Cargo and Fang and Claw. This edition, expanded and edited 

by Steven Lehrer, captures not only the best of Frank Buck, but also the 

excitement and glamour of an era and lifestyle that still hold readers 

spellbound. 

    

    At the 1934 World's Fair in Chicago, 

Buck opened a "jungle camp" that drew 

2 million visitors. When the fair closed, 

he brought the animals to Massapequa--

Buck called it Amityville--where he 

owned land abutting Sunrise Highway 

and opened "Frank Buck's Jungle 

Camp," which he operated for several 

years.  

 

   In 1950, the 100-card set of Frank 

Buck's Bring 'Em Back Alive Jungle 

Picture Cards was issued by Topps 

based on Buck's lifelong exploits. 
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