Collecting Dated Covers
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O h , that one |l ooks interesting! How ol d do vyo
have to struggle with when youdre dealing with
there on the cover! |t I — =21t he
1 5 foréexample. The whole idea of a dated cover is m
| the date gives you the year in which the cover was isg e
That s cruci al - ‘ :
There are three varieties of Dated covers: covers
give the specific dat e, "t‘ hat
years, and covers that give a founding date plus
many years ités been sin }Iﬂwyﬁ
woff
Covers that give the specific date, such as the
pictured here on the left, are the easiest, simply beg *
theydre the most obvi cl4g Co
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the math to figure it out. For ex I ,
[ h year of S
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on the back t says, ANow in our 5
Thus this cover was issued in 1977 (1916+57=1973). Voila! A dated cover!

Of course, you always need to at least keep in the back of your mind that than8&y not have
actually been issued in 1977, but this is really just a technicality that we overlook. A perfect example of this
d echnicalitydéd can be seen with many of the Conyv
been issued for the 2002 RMS Convention but actually appeared several months before, in 2001. The sar
thing happened with the first Millennium covers
j ust a technicality, t hough, as weodre only tal
especially since we canodot possibly come up with

And [ h esrwhée | go way off on a tangent, but this is really interestiwg] actually ignore
d echnicalitiesd |i ke this every day. ltés so co
Gregorian Calendar, which is the most widely used calendar in the world and tve os& all the dates
are wrong!! If you were born in 1936...youe r elhyou married in 1957youd i d Did Wadrld War |
start in 19188 uh-uh!

In 1582, Pope Gregory Xl had decided that it was time that the Christian world stop using the old pagan
Julian calendar that they had been using for th
set his scholars to work on developing a Christian calendar, based, not surprisingly, on the birth of Jesu
(hence t he BGe Bebn using ®teresmce)wEné problem, however, was calculating exactly

whenJesus was born. Tiigblee, after all, gives no year, als$ hou
Church scholars came up with their answer, and
and AD years. Modern archaeology, though, has shown that the two time periods

given for J e sBibde &anflich dand——h —A—t+h-e
indicate that He could have been born anywhere

__|between 4 BC and 6 Afalthough, based on Kin

|Herodés deat h, it wo4dl d be sometime b
BC]. Thus, every date that has been written in| the
last 421 years is somewhere betweeh46year

off, one way or the other! Well, no one is going to

go back and change all those dates, so it all just
becomes an interesting bit of trivia...a technicality

that we live with every day and no longer thjnk

about.

OK <c¢l ass, back tvecowraft ed covers. Ve O
what dated coverare, s 8 goloeet vhat dated
Growing Since 1976 |covers ar en 6 T h e {t cowers etmd give fa
founded/established date and something sugh as
fiserving you forover40year s. 0 Nd good. You

T CLAIR canot figure out the [fi nal date frlom
N i<l because thereds no waly of telling|6ho
S R lover4 OTlber ef ore, you dopho6t know what| to

the founded/established date. Chances are it was
only one or t wo y e alr s over, b ut t

assumption that yO'Nope'




