
March/April 2003         

by 

Mike Prero 

 

   ñOh, that one looks interesting! How old do you think that one is?ò Thatôs one question youôll never 

have to struggle  with when youôre dealing with DATED covers. The year is right 

there on the cover! It has to be the year, not just óApril  

15,ô for example. The whole idea of a dated cover is that 

the date gives you the year in which the cover was issued. 

Thatôs crucial. 

 

   There are three varieties of Dated covers: covers that 

give the specific date, covers that give the órangeô of 

years, and covers that give a founding date plus how 

many years itôs been since then.  

 

   Covers that give the specific date, such as the one 

pictured here on the left, are the easiest, simply because 

theyôre the most obvious...ñPlacer County Fair, Aug-14-

21,  2000.ò  Perfect! 

 

   Covers that give the órangeô of  years, such as the one 

pictured here on the right, give the initial and current 

dates...ò1896-1996.ò Typically, these are anniversary 

covers, and theyôre also obvious and easy to deal with. 

 

   Covers that give a ófoundedô or óestablishedô date with 

the number of years that have passed since then also tell 

the issuing date of the cover, except, here, you have to do 



 

the math to figure it out. For example, the cover on this page has ñGrowing since 1916ò (founding date) and 

on the back it says, ñNow in our 57th year of Serviceò. 

Thus this cover was issued in 1977 (1916+57=1973). Voila! A dated cover!  

 

  Of course, you always need to at least keep in the back of your mind that that 1977 m-a-a-y not have 

actually been issued in 1977, but this is really just a technicality that we overlook. A perfect example of this 

ótechnicalityô can be seen with many of the Convention covers that come out each year...the cover may have 

been issued for the 2002 RMS Convention but actually appeared several months before, in 2001. The same 

thing happened with the first Millennium covers. They all said ñ2000,ò but they came out in 1999. This is 

just a technicality, though, as weôre only talking about a few months difference, so we live with it, 

especially since we canôt possibly come up with a more exact system. 

 

   And [hereôs where I go way off on a tangent, but this is really interesting] we actually ignore 

ótechnicalitiesô like this every day. Itôs so common we donôt even think about it. The biggest example is the 

Gregorian Calendar, which is the most widely used calendar in the world and the one we useðall the dates 

are wrong!! If you were born in 1936...you werenôt! If you married in 1957...you didnôt! Did World War I 

start in 1918?ðuh-uh! 

 

   In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII had decided that it was time that the Christian world stop using the old pagan 

Julian calendar that they had been using for the last 1,500 years (one of Caesarôs contributions). Thus, he 

set his scholars to work on developing a Christian calendar, based, not surprisingly, on the birth of Jesus 

(hence the BC/AD system weôve been using ever since). The problem, however, was calculating exactly 

when Jesus was born. The Bible, after all, gives no year, although it does give two periods. Pope Gregoryôs 

Church scholars came up with their answer, and thatôs the point that is used as the division between the BC 

and AD years. Modern archaeology, though, has shown that the two time periods 

given for Jesusôs birth in the Bible conflict and 

indicate that He could have been born anywhere 

between 4 BC and 6 AD [although, based on King 

Herodôs death, it would be sometime between 8-4 

BC]. Thus, every date that has been written in the 

last 421 years is somewhere between 6-14 years 

off, one way or the other! Well, no one is going to 

go back and change all those dates, so it all just 

becomes an interesting bit of trivia...a technicality 

that we live with every day and no longer think 

about. 

 

   OK class, back to Dated covers. Weôve covered 

what dated covers are, so letôs go over what dated 

covers arenôt. They arenôt covers that give a 

founded/established date and something such as 

ñserving you for over 40 years.ò No good. You 

canôt figure out the final date from that information 

because thereôs no way of telling óhow many years 

over 40.ô Therefore, you donôt know what to add to 

the founded/established date. Chances are it was 

only one or two years over, but thatôs an 

assumption that you canôt build a date on. 
Nope! 


