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Halloween’s coming up. Another opportunity to begin an innovative collection. Some collectors already
collect such small categories as “Ghosts” or “Skeletons”, for example, but that might lead you into a
“Holiday” collection, where, under “Halloween”, you might amalgamate such smaller categories into this
larger one...although how large it would get would be anyone’s guess...I’d guess fairly small, though,
since in over twenty years of collecting, I don’t recall ever having seen an actual “Halloween” cover. But,
it’s an interesting topic that, as usual, is full of history, and it might stimulate you to come up with your
own ideas.
For thousands of years people have been celebrating different holidays and festivals at the end of
October. The Celts celebrated it as Samhain (pronounced "sow-in", with "sow" rhyming with cow). The
Irish English dictionary published by the Irish Texts Society defines the word as follows:
"Samhain, All Hallowtide, the feast of the dead in Pagan and Christian times, signalizing the close of
harvest and the initiation of the winter season, lasting till May, during which troops (esp. the Fiann) were
quartered. Faeries were imagined as particularly active at this season. From it the half year is reckoned.
also called Feile Moingfinne (Snow Goddess).(1) The Scottish Gaelis Dictionary defines it as "Hallowtide.
The Feast of All Soula. Sam + Fuin = end of summer."(2) Contrary to the information published by many
organizations, there is no
archaeological or literary
evidence to indicate that
Samhain was a deity. The
Celtic Gods of the dead
were Gwynn ap Nudd for
the British, and Arawn for
the Welsh. The Irish did
not have a "lord of death"
as such. [The information
on Samhain is from Rowan
Moonstone's The Origins
of Halloween. (1) Rev.

Patrick Dineen, "An Irish English Dictionary" (Dublin, 1927), p. 937 (2) Malcolm MacLennan, "A
Pronouncing and Etymological Dictionary of the Gaelic Language" (Aberdeen, 1979), p. 279 ]
The Celts believed that every year on the last day of October, the souls of the dead visited the earth.
When the Romans conquered the Celts in the first century A.D., they added parts of their festivals, Feralia
and Pomona to the tradition. Feralia was a festival to honor the dead and Pomona was a harvest festival
named after the goddess of fruit (apples) and trees.
Around the eighth century, the Christian Church made November 1 All Saints' Day to honor all of the
saints that didn't have a special day of their own. Over the years these festivals combined, the mass held
on All Saints' Day was called Allhallowmas (the mass of all Hallows - saintly people). The night before
was known as All Hallows Eve. Eventually this name became Halloween.
In the 1800s, as a lot of people emigrated to the U.S., the holidays and traditions of different cultures
merged. Halloween was not always a happy time. October 31, or the night before took on other names.
Some called it Devil's or Hell night, to others it was mischief night. In Vermont, the night before is called
cabbage night. To some people this became a time to play tricks on others. Some of these tricks were not
fun at all. Luckily, community groups and individuals took action and started to change Halloween into a
family event. Dressing up in costumes and going "trick or treating", costume parades, community parties
and Fall festivals are some of the ways that Halloween is celebrated today.
Other countries have different Fall festivals to honor the deceased.
The Festival of the Dead is one of the most important happenings in both Palermo and the rest of Sicily.
The second of November is a festival day for the children of Palermo as, according to tradition,they were
made to believe that their dead relatives would return the night before and leave them traditional sweets
and cakes on the table (Martorana fruit, which is almond paste made into the shape of different fruit).
They would also receive puppets of boiled sugar and toys. It's one way of keeping the memory of their
dead relatives and loved ones alive. [from the neomedia Web site].
In Mexico they celebrate El Dia de los Muertos or the Day of the Dead. Although celebrated in all
Catholic countries as All Saints' and All Souls' Days, surely no other peoples have embraced the festival of
The Day of the Dead to the extent that the Mexicans have. The celebration begins on the evening of
October 31, so the name Los Dias de los Muertos is also often used. This festival is considered by many to
be the most important holiday of the year in Mexico. [http://www.benjerry.com/fun_stuff/holidays/
halloween /history/index.cfm]
To be sure, there are covers in existence that could qualify for a Halloween collection. Cheryl Crill, of
Southern California, reported having 18 different Ghost covers several years ago. She also has 26 covers
with witches. There are probably a number of covers with pumpkins, as well. And, since this is a subject
that is associated with definite colors, the possibilities for attractive displays abound—all orange and black
covers, even.
I think the smaller categories, such as this possibility, are becoming even more popular with a number of
collectors. As many of the larger categories have become less popular now, since new covers aren’t being
issued in those areas anymore (no new Jewels, Jewelites, Matchoramas, Filigrees, and the like), most
topical small categories can still be found on a variety of existing covers. That’s one of the neat things
about collecting matchcovers. If your tastes change, you can just rearrange your collections! So try
Halloween!

