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Lexington’s Kentucky Horse Park
Kentucky Horse Park is a working horse farm and an educational theme park opened in 1978 in
Lexington, Kentucky. It is located off Kentucky State Highway 1973 (Iron Works Pike) and Interstate 75,
in northern Fayette County. The equestrian facility is a 1,224-acre park dedicated to "man's relationship
with the horse." Open to the public, the park has a twice daily Horses of the World Show, showcasing both
common and rare horses from around the globe. The horses are ridden in authentic costume. Each year the
park is host to a number of special events and horse shows.
Additionally, the park contains the International Museum of the Horse] a Smithsonian Affiliate, which
has a permanent collection of horse history and memorabilia, along with a rotating historical collection
focused on a particular theme. Past themes include A Gift from the Desert (Arabia), Imperial China, and
All the Queen's Horses (Britain).
Beginning with the 1979 arrival of Forego, one of the leading handicap horses of the 1970s, the
Kentucky Horse Park has been home to some of the world's greatest competition horses, including John
Henry, the top money-winning thoroughbred gelding in racing history. With the
exception of a few months in 1986, John Henry lived at the park from 1985 until
his death in 2007, alongside other racing greats such as Forego and his fellow
1970s champion Bold Forbes, and current residents Cigar, voted Horse of the
Decade for the 1990s, and Da Hoss, the first of only two thoroughbreds to win
Breeders' Cup races in non-consecutive years. In late 2008, the champions
Alysheba and Funny Cide became residents, but Alysheba died at the park in
March 2009. 1994 Kentucky Derby winner, Go For Gin, became a resident of the
barn in 2011.
A number of horse sculptures stand
in the Kentucky Horse Park, and the
Park also contains the National Horse
Center, headquarters for more than 30
national, regional and state equine
organizations and associations. Rolex
Stadium is the primary outdoor event
venue in the complex, seating up to
37,338 total capacity. Alltech Arena
is Kentucky Horse Park's 5,520-seat
indoor arena, expandable to 8,500 for
concerts.
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