
New York City’s Madison Square Garden 

 

    Is there a more famous venue in the United States than Madison Square Garden? The multi-purpose in-

door arena in New York City is located  in Midtown Manhattan between 7th and 8th Avenues from 31st to 

33rd Streets; it is situated atop Pennsylvania Station. It is the fourth venue to bear the name "Madison 

Square Garden", the first two (1879 and 1890) of which were located on Madison Square, on East 26th 

Street and Madison Avenue, with the third Madison Square Garden further uptown at Eighth Avenue and 

50th Street. The Garden is used for professional basketball and ice hockey, as well as boxing, concerts, ice 

shows, circuses, professional wrestling and other forms of sports and entertainment. It is close to other 

midtown Manhattan landmarks, including the Empire State Building, Koreatown, and Macy's at Herald 

Square. It is home to the New York Rangers of the National Hockey League, the New York Knicks of the 

National Basketball Association, and residency to singer-songwriter Billy Joel. 

 

   Opening on February 11, 1968, it is the oldest and most active major sporting facility in the New York 

metropolitan area. It is the oldest arena in the National Hockey League and the second-oldest arena in the 

National Basketball Association. MSG is the fourth-busiest music arena in the world in terms of ticket 

sales, behind The O2 Arena, the Manchester Arena and The SSE Hydro in the 

United Kingdom. At a total construction cost of approximately $1.1 billion, MSG 

has been ranked as one of the 10 most expensive stadium venues ever built. It is 

part of the Pennsylvania Plaza office and retail complex. Several other operating 

entities related to the Garden share its name. 

 

   Madison Square Garden's $1 billion second renovation took place mainly over 

three off-seasons after the 2010–11 seasons. Renovation was done in phases with 

the majority of the work done in the summer months to minimize disruptions to the 

NHL and NBA seasons.  

 

   New features include a larger entrance with interactive kiosks, retail, climate-

controlled space, and broadcast studio; larger concourses; new lighting and LED 

video systems with HDTV; new seating; two new pedestrian walkways suspended 

from the ceiling to allow fans to look directly down onto the games being played 

below; more dining options; and improved dressing rooms, locker rooms, green 

rooms, upgraded roof, and production offices. The in-arena walkways were elimi-

nated, and portals have been installed between the sections. The lower bowl con-

course, called the Madison Concourse, remains on the 6th floor. The upper bowl 

concourse was relocated to the 8th floor and it is known as the Garden Concourse. 

The 7th floor houses the new Madison Suites and the Madison Club. The upper 

bowl was built on top of these suites. The Loge 100 and 200 level were combined 

to create the new lower bowl. The 300 and 400 level were combined to create the 

new upper bowl. The periphery of the arena allows for city views. [https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madison_Square_Garden] 
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