
1939 Golden Gate International Exposition 

 

   The Golden Gate International Exposition (1939 and 1940), held at San Francisco's Treasure Island, 

was a World's Fair celebrating, among other things, the city's two newly built bridges. The San 

Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge opened in 1936 and the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937. The exposition 

opened from February 18, 1939, through October 29, 1939, and from May 25, 1940, through 

September 29, 1940. 

 

   Treasure Island, a flat, geometrically-shaped, artificial island attached to Yerba Buena Island, was 

built for the Exposition near where the Oakland span and the San Francisco span of the Bay Bridge 

join. Built by the federal government, Treasure Island was to be an airport for Pan American's 

transpacific flying boats, like the China Clipper. Due to 

wartime needs, it was turned into a naval base used by 

the US Navy from 1941 to 1997. 

 

   The theme of the exposition was "Pageant of the 

Pacific", as it showcased the goods of nations bordering 

the Pacific Ocean. The theme was physically 

symbolized by "The Tower of the Sun" and a giant, 80-

foot statue of Pacifica, goddess of the Pacific ocean. 

[ h t t p s : / / e n .w ik i pe d i a . o r g / wik i / Go l de n_ G at e 

_International_Exposition] 

 

   Shown here is the 1939 12-cover full-length Diamond 

set issued for the Exposition. 
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