
Southern California’s Hollywood Bowl 

 

   The Hollywood Bowl is an amphitheater in the Hollywood Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles, CA. It 

was named one of the 10 best live music venues in America by Rolling Stone Magazine in 2018. It is 

known for its band shell, a distinctive set of concentric arches that graced the site from 1929 through 2003, 

before being replaced with a larger one beginning in the 2004 season. The shell is set against the backdrop 

of the Hollywood Hills and the famous Hollywood Sign to the northeast. The "bowl" refers to the shape of 

the concave hillside the amphitheater is carved into. Owned by the County of Los Angeles, it is the home 

of the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the summer home of the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the host of 

hundreds of musical events each year.  

 

   The site was chosen in 1919 by William Reed and his son, who were dispatched to find a suitable loca-

tion for outdoor performances by the members of the newly formed Theatre Arts Alliance headed by 

Christine Wetherill Stevenson. The Reeds selected a natural amphitheater, a shaded canyon and popular 

picnic spot known as 'Daisy Dell' in Bolton Canyon. On November 11, 1921 the first Sunrise Service took 

place at the bowl, in one of its first major events. The Bowl officially opened on July 11, 1922.  

 

   On July 11, 1922, with the audience seated on simple wooden benches placed 

on the natural hillsides of 'Daisy Dell' in Bolton Canyon, conductor Alfred Hertz 

and the Los Angeles Philharmonic inaugurated the first season of music under the 

stars at the Hollywood Bowl. While much has changed in the ensuing years, the 

tradition of presenting the world's greatest musicians and striving for musical ex-

cellence has remained a constant goal of this famed Los Angeles cultural land-

mark.  

 

   Public figures that have appeared at the Bowl throughout the years include 

President Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, 

Mickey Rooney and 

Edward G. Robin-

son, as well as such 

"teams" as Fonteyn 

and Nureyev, Nel-

son Eddy and 

Jeane t t e  Mac-

Donald, Simon and 

Garfunkel, and Ab-

bott and Costello.  
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