
 

  

 

 

  There are eight million stories in my albums. This is one of them... 

 

   The Los Angeles Tennis Club is a private tennis club opened in 1920. It is the home of the Southern 

California Championships. Perry T. Jones (b. 1890 and d. 1970) was a major fundraiser and took control of 

Southern California tennis in 1930. He set up his office at the Club with his loyal Secretary, Doris Cooke, 

and made it famous through his junior development patrons network. It reached from Santa Barbara to San 

Diego and came together at the LATC to produce a steady stream of world-class tennis players. 

 

   From the 1930s through the early 1970s, the LATC was the center of development for world-class players 

in the United States. In 1930, Jones, became President of the Southern California Tennis Association and 

the Director of the Southern California Championships and Pacific Southwest Tennis Championships. Jack 

Kramer writes in his autobiography in 1979, that "if you wanted top competition, you had to play at the 

LATC — especially since there were many fewer tournaments then and practice was the vogue." Jones was 

a strong-willed autocrat who excluded the young Pancho Gonzales from the Club because of his school 

truancy. He sometimes would not sponsor Bobby Riggs for Eastern Tournaments. He also achieved 

notoriety for excluding a 12-year-old Billie Jean King from a group photo at the Club, because she was 

wearing shorts instead of a tennis dress. 

 

   In 1952, Angela Buxton, who in 1956 won competitions at Wimbledon and the French Championships, 

encountered anti-Semitism at the club. She trained elsewhere, and had the opportunity to work with Bill 

Tilden. 

 

   For five decades, the Pacific Southwest Championships, open  only to amateurs 

until 1968, and played at the LATC, was the second most prestigious American 

tennis tournament. In preparation for the 1984 Summer Olympics, Leonard Strauss, 

an LATC member and Chairman of Thrifty Drug Stores, spearheaded construction 

of a new 5,800 seat tennis stadium on the UCLA campus, which now hosts 

Southern California's major annual professional tennis event. Today, the LATC 

remains an important tournament, recreation, and community resource for Los 

Angeles and its Hancock Park community. Owned by 360 equity members, the 

LATC provides 16 tennis courts along with pool, gym, dining, and bar facilities to 

its 400 members and their families and guests. The LATC continues to host several 

amateur, collegiate, 

a n d  c h a r i t y 

tournaments. It is a 

practice venue for 

the Loyola High 

and Marlborough 

S c ho o l  t e nn i s 

teams.  
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