
ROLLER RINKS 

 

   I never understood why they’re called ‘rinks’ instead of ‘rings’! [Same thing with ‘cardiac infarction. 

Always sounds as if it should be ‘infraction’] 

 

   Massachusetts businessman James Plimpton's 1863 invention of an improved roller skate led to a 

boom in popularity in the late 19th century, particularly on the East Coast. At first, people roller skated 

at home, but within twenty years businesses dedicated to the activity began to spring up. Plimpton 

himself is credited with opening the first roller skating rink in New York City. Patrons now coul;d 

enjoy the activity year-round. Early roller rinks varied greatly in size and type, both indoor and 

outdoor. Many consisted of wooden platforms that sometimes doubled as dance floors or ballrooms.  

 

   While primarily an activity of eastern cities, a few enterprising individuals toured the rural areas of 

the Midwest and South with wagon-loads of roller skates. These entrepreneurs went from town-to-

town, often in conjunction with circuses or carnivals, renting out skates and using whatever locally-

available surface as an impromptu rink. The post–World War II baby boom also saw a boom in roller 

rinks across the United States. Having a roller skating birthday party became something of a rite of 

passage for American children in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. Roller rinks in the United States 

underwent significant changes in the 1970s. New plastics led to improved skate wheels—ones 

providing a smoother, quieter ride—and easier-to-maintain skate floors. 

 

   The Disco craze in the 1970s led to another increase in the popularity of roller rinks—or roller discos, 

as some became. Gone were the staid lighting and old-fashioned organ music as a generally older 

clientele were replaced by adolescents and twenty-somethings skating under mirror balls and special 

lights to disco beats. The end of the Disco Era and the advent of inline roller 

skates hit the roller rink 

industry hard, with many 

rinks closing. However, as 

had happened throughout 

history, most rink owners 

adapted and survived the 

economic storm.  

 

   R o l l e r  d e r b y ,  a 

professional sport of the 

1950s and 1960s once 

considered virtually dead, 

has seen a grassroots rebirth 

in popularity in the early 

21st century with amateur 

and semi-pro teams forming 

leagues nationwide. Many 

rink owners support this 

activity, along with roller 

hockey, speed skating, and 

roller figure skat ing 

c o n t e s t s .  [ h t t p s : / /

en . wik iped ia .org /wik i /

Roller_rink] 


