
California’s UC Berkeley 

 

   The University of California, Berkeley is a public research university in Berkeley, California. Founded 

in 1868, it is the flagship campus and the oldest of the ten campuses of the University of California. 

Berkeley has been ranked by numerous major education publications as among the top 10 universities in 

the world.  

 

   As of October 2019, Berkeley alumni, faculty members and researchers include 107 Nobel laureates, the 

third most of any university worldwide, as well as 25 Turing Award winners, at least 27 Rhodes Scholars, 

and 14 Fields Medalists. They have also won 19 Wolf Prizes, 45 MacArthur Fellowships, 20 Academy 

Awards, 20 Pulitzer Prizes, and 207 Olympic medals. In 1930, Ernest Lawrence invented the cyclotron at 

Berkeley, based on which UC Berkeley researchers along with Berkeley Lab have discovered or co-

discovered 16 chemical elements – more than any other university. During the 1940s, Berkeley physicist J. 

R. Oppenheimer, the "Father of the Atomic Bomb", led the Manhattan project to create the first atomic 

bomb. In the 1960s, Berkeley was particularly noted for the Free Speech Movement as well as the anti–

Vietnam War movement led by its students. In the 21st century, Berkeley has be-

come one of the leading universities in producing entrepreneurs, and its alumni 

have founded or co-founded many companies worldwide, including Apple, Tesla, 

Intel, eBay, SoftBank, AIG, and Morgan Stanley. 

 

    Ten faculty members and almost 40 students made up the new University of 

California when it opened in Oakland in 1869. Frederick H. Billings was a trustee 

of the College of California and suggested that the new site for the college north 

of Oakland be named in honor of the Anglo-Irish philosopher George Berkeley. 

During the following year the college began admitting women. In 1870, Henry 

Durant, the founder of the College of California, became the first president. With 

the completion of North and South Halls in 1873, the university relocated to its 

Berkeley location with 167 male and 22 female students where it held its first 

classes. 

 

   The university is one of only two UC campuses operating on a semester calen-

dar (the other is UC Merced). Berkeley offers 106 Bachelor's degrees, 88 Master's 

degrees, 97 research-focused doctoral programs and 31 professionally focused 

graduate degrees. The university awarded 7,565 Bachelor's, 2,610 Master's or Pro-

fessional and 930 Doctoral degrees in 2013–2014. 

 

   Berkeley's 130-plus academic departments and programs are organized into 14 

colleges and schools in addition to UC Berkeley Extension. Colleges are both un-

dergraduate and graduate, while Schools are generally graduate only, though some 

offer undergraduate majors, minors, or courses. [My alma mater...Go Bears!...the 

Ed.] 
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