
 

  

 

 

 

  There are eight million stories in my albums. This is one of them... 

 

   Beech-Nut's roots go back to 1891, to the Mohawk Valley town of Canajoharie, New York. Raymond P. 

Lipe, along with his friend John D. Zieley and their brothers, Walter H. Lipe and David Zieley, and Bartlett 

Arkell, founded The Imperial Packing Co. for the production of Beech-Nut ham. The product was based on 

the smoked hams of the Lipes' father, farmer Ephraim Lipe. The company's principal products were ham 

and bacon for the first seven years. The Zieleys sold their shares to the Lipe brothers in 1892. 

 

   The company was incorporated as the Beech-Nut Packing Company in 1899. Arkell was the first 

president of the company. In 1900, the company's sales were $200,000. Engineers from Beech-Nut patented 

the first vacuum jar, with a design that included a gasket and top that could remain intact in transit and 

became a standard of the industry . 

 

   During the first 25 years of the 20th century, the company expanded its product line into peanut butter, 

jam, pork and beans, ketchup, chili sauce, mustard, spaghetti, macaroni, marmalade, caramel, fruit drops, 

mints, chewing gum, and coffee. 

 

   Here’s a timeline of recent activities in the corporation: 

 

-1989: Ralston Purina acquired Beech-Nut from Nestlé. 

-1997: All Beech-Nut products now free of added refined sugar. 

-1998: Milnot Holding Corporation, one of the portfolio of companies owned by 

the private equity investment firm Madison Dearborn Partners, acquired Beech-Nut 

from Ralcorp Holdings (a spin-off of Ralston Purina). A potential merger with H.J. 

Heinz Co. was successfully challenged by the Federal Trade Commission and 

never consummated. 

-2002: Beech-Nut becomes the first baby food manufacturer to produce a line of 

baby food with DHA and ARA, two essential fatty acids found naturally in breast 

milk. 

-2005: Madison Dearborn sold Milnot, and Beech-Nut along with it, to the Swiss 

branded consumer-goods firm Hero Group. 

-2007: Beech-Nut announced its intentions to move all of its manufacturing and 

corporate operations to the town of Florida, New York. 

-2012: Jeff Boutelle named CEO of Beech-Nut 

-2014: Beech-Nut launches "real food for babies," a line inspired by homemade 

baby food. 

2015: Beech-Nut announced a recall of approximately 1,920 pounds of baby food 

products after receiving a single report of a small glass piece found in a jar of its 

baby food. 

2017: Mark Rodriguez named CEO of Beech-Nut 

2019: Sandra Bereti named Vice President of Marketing of Beech-Nut 

[https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beech-Nut] 


