
History 101 

Geronimo 

 

   Geronimo ("the one who yawns"; June 16, 1829 – February 17, 1909) was a 

prominent leader and medicine man from the Chiricahua Apache tribe. From 1850 to 

1886 Geronimo joined with three other Chiricahua Apache bands to carry out numerous 

raids and resistance to US and Mexican military campaigns in Chihuahua, Sonora, New 

Mexico, and Arizona. Geronimo's raids and related combat actions were a part of the 

prolonged period of the Apache–United States conflict, which started with American settlement in Apache lands 

following the end of the war with Mexico in 1848. 

 

   Early in his life, Geronimo became invested in the continuing and relentless cycle of revenge warfare between 

Apache and Mexican. On March 5, 1851, a force of Mexican militia under Colonel Jose Maria Carrasco attacked 

and surprised an Apache camp outside of Janos, Chihuahua, slaughtering the inhabitants which included 

Geronimo's family. Col. Carrasco claimed he had followed the Apaches to Janos, Chihuahua after they had 

conducted a raid in Sonora, taken livestock and other plunder and badly defeated Mexican militia. Geronimo 

was absent at the time, but his mother, wife, and his three children were among the dead. In retaliation, 

Geronimo joined in an extended series of revenge attacks against the Mexicans. This event left Geronimo with a 

bitter and very personal hatred for Mexicans, and he often killed them indiscriminately and with a special 

vehemence.  

 

    During Geronimo's final period of conflict from 1876 to 1886 he "surrendered" three times and accepted life 

on the Apache reservations in Arizona. Reservation life was confining to the free-moving Apache people, and 

they resented restrictions on their customary way of life. 

 

   In 1886, after an intense pursuit in Northern Mexico by U.S. forces that followed Geronimo's third 1885 

reservation "breakout", Geronimo surrendered for the last time to Lt. Charles Bare Gatewood, an Apache-

speaking West Point graduate who had earned Geronimo's respect a few years 

before. Geronimo was later transferred to General Nelson Miles at Skeleton 

Canyon, just north of the Mexican/American boundary. Miles treated 

Geronimo as a prisoner of war and acted promptly to remove Geronimo first 

to Fort Bowie, then to the railroad at Bowie Station, Arizona where he and 27 

other Apaches were sent off to join 

the rest of the Chiricahua tribe 

which had been previously exiled 

to Florida. 

 

   In his old age, Geronimo became 

a celebrity. He appeared at fairs, 

including the 1904 World's Fair in 

St. Louis, where he reportedly rode 

a Ferris wheel and sold souvenirs 

and photographs of himself. 

However, he was not allowed to 

return to the land of his birth. He 

died at the Fort Sill hospital in 

1909. He was still a prisoner of 

war. He is buried at the Fort Sill 

I n d i a n  A g e n c y  C em e t e r y 

surrounded by the graves of 

relatives and other Apache 

prisoners of war. [Wikipedia] 


