
Musical Instruments 

 

   The date and origin of the first device considered 

a musical instrument is disputed. The oldest object 

that some scholars refer to as a musical instrument, 

a simple flute, dates back as far as 67,000 years. 

Some consensus dates early flutes to about 37,000 

years ago. However, most historians believe that 

determining a specific time of musical instrument 

invention is impossible due to the subjectivity of the 

definition and the relative instability of materials 

used to make them. Many early musical instruments 

were made from animal skins, bone, wood, and 

other non-durable materials. 

 

   Among the first devices external to the human 

body that are considered instruments are rattles, 

stampers, and various drums. These earliest 

instruments evolved due to the human impulse to 

add sound to emotional movements such as 

dancing. Eventually, some cultures assigned ritual 

functions to their musical instruments, using them 

for hunting and various ceremonies. Toby 

Messmer, KY, had 5,876 Music covers as of 

February 2010. 

 

 
 

 

 


