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= o - State fairs began in the nineteenth century for the purpose of promot-
Zb 6l S HAVRTIERIGERS ing state agriculture, through competitive exhibitions of livestock and
§T-61°1d3s —_ _ |display of farm products. As the U.S. evolved from a predominantly
agrarian to an industrial society in the twentieth century, and the more
service economy of the 21st century, modern state fairs have expanded
to include carnival amusement rides and games, display of industrial
products, automobile racing, and entertainment such as musical con-
certs. Large fairs can admit more than a million visitors over the course
of a week or two.. The first U.S. state fair was that of New York, held in
1841 in Syracuse, and has been held annually to the present year. The
second state fair was in Detroit, Michigan, which ran from 1849 to
2009.

Events similar to state fairs are also held annually in each state capital
in Australia, known as royal shows. Australian royal shows are organ-
ized by state agricultural and horticultural societies.
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