
 

   In 1952, Charles Kemmons Wilson built his first Holiday Inn motel in Memphis, Tenn. With 

Wilson’s successful overnight stay formula, Holiday Inns began staking claims throughout the 

Midwest. During this time, Joplin waited patiently to be the next location for this thriving motel chain. 

Joplin was rewarded in October of 1957 when three days were set aside for the grand opening of a 

Holiday Inn at 2600 Range Line. 

 

   New York Yankee legend Mickey Mantle wrote a book in 1985 recalling his involvement with the 

Joplin motel. In his book, The Mick, Mantle said he and local businessman, friend and financial adviser 

Harold Youngman “formed a corporation, sold stock to some of his wealthy friends, and gave me 25 

percent of a motel he was building in Joplin at the end of the Oklahoma turnpike. We called it Mickey 

Mantle’s Holiday Inn. I paid 5 cents a share for my stock.” 

 

   The original Mickey Mantle’s Holiday Inn contained 53 guest rooms. The $500,000 motor lodge 

offered a slew of amenities including a “pleasure-eating” restaurant, a meeting room for 150 to 175 

people, and a $15,000, 55,000-gallon swimming pool. Also in the plan was an intimate lounge known 

as the Dugout Club. This became Joplin’s first sports bar. The lounge offered soft lighting, small round 

tables, and the walls were lined with sports memorabilia. The sports theme was further enhanced with 

some outstanding artifacts from Mickey Mantle himself. 

 

   The Joplin Globe reported that two display cases were constructed just for Mantle’s awards. One case 

contained the 1956 Hickok Professional Athlete of the Year Award. Valued at over $10,000, this 

impressive alligator-skin belt was accompanied by a solid gold buckle, a four-carat diamond and 26 

gem chips. In addition, the case contained a silver bat for winning the batting championship in 1956, 

and a 600-foot tape measure that was given to Mantle for hitting a 585-foot home run at Washington, in 

May of 1956. The other showcase exhibited a silver cup from The Associated Press for Athlete of the 

Year in 1956, and the ball from his 1,000th hit dated July 2, 1957. 

 

   Additionally, the motel offered bonded baby sitters, house physicians, room service, valet service, 24

-hour switchboard service, bellhop service and free advance teletype reservation service. The Holiday 

Inn and American Hotel Association credit card system was in place, which enabled all room, food and 

beverage bills to be charged to the individual’s room. Each guest room had its own radio, telephone, 21

-inch television and a private all-tile bath with a sliding glass door.  

 

   After months of construction and much anticipation, grand opening ceremonies began at 3 p.m. Oct. 

18. Tom DeArman, manager of the Joplin Chamber of Commerce, acted as master of ceremonies. 

Joplin Mayor Freeman Johnson, as well as D.D. Stokes of Gideon International, who presented Bibles 

to the new motor inn, were present for the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Mantle and several of his baseball 

colleagues — New York Yankees pitcher Whitey Ford, Yankees outfielder Hank Bauer, Kansas City 

Athletics pitcher Ralph Terry and Milwaukee Braves 21-game winner and recent World Series 

champion Warren Spahn — were also part of the celebration. 

 

   Door prizes such as autographed baseballs from the New York Yankees along with free gift 

certificates for dinners at the restaurant were given out randomly throughout the day. Lucky dinner 

winners looked forward to chef Cal Holden’s specialty known as the “Flaming Shish Kebab” served at 

the table in dramatic fashion on flaming swords.  

-First lucifer match made in America - 

Jacob Weller, Mechanicstown, MD 

 

-First American match factory [still 

standing as of 1969] 

 

-First friction match, John Walker, Eng-

lish pharmacist 

 

-First sulphur matches in Canada 

(Hamilton, Canada) 

 

-Alonzo Phillips took out first U.S. patent 

- on friction match 

 

-First phosphorous friction matches 

manufactured in US 

 

-First safety match, Gustaf Pasch, Swe-

den 

 

-First large scale match factory - Jonkop-

ing, Sweden 

 

-First patented continuous match ma-

chine, Gates Co., Frankfort, KY 

 

-First parlor match (using paraffin rather 

than sulphur) 

 

-First Diamond State Parlor Matches, 

Swift & Courtney 

 

-First Diamond State Parlor Matches, 

Swift & Courtney 

 

-First U.S. patented match trademark - 

June 27, 1871 - Bock, Genin & Co. N.Y. 

N.Y. 

 

-First double dip matches (phosphorous 

applied only to match tips) 

 

-First machine-made advert ising 

matchbook, Binghampton Match Co., NH  

1825 

 

 

1825 

 

 

1826 

 

 

1830 

 

 

1836 

 

 

1836 

 

 

1844 

 

 

1845 

 

 

1854 

 

 

1857 

 

 

1861 

 

 

1864 

 

 

1871 

 

 

 

1886 

 

 

1893 

 

(Piso cover) (possibly early 1894) 

 

-First newspaper ref to matchbooks (New 

York Dramatic Mirror, Nov. 18)

[Binghamton] 

 

-First large scale order of matchbooks (10 

million for Pabst Beer); also first National 

 

-First Phillumenic club formed -  Rin-

shikinshukai club, Japan 

 

-Diamond Safety First appeared 

 

-American Quality footer first appeared 

 

-Art Match Quality footer first appeared 

 

-First US Navy Ship cover (U.S.S. Sirius) 

 

-First Lion Safety First footer (Grace Ship 

Lines) 

 

-First Colgate issues appear 

 

-Billboard trademark first appears (from 

Billboard Match Co.) 

 

-First Diamond Quality footer appears 

 

-First Green Hat covers appeared  

 

-First self-extinguishing match (Drunkard's 

Match) appeared, Lion Match Co. 

 

-First Back-Striker 

 

-First Blot-R-Match appeared, Union 

Match Co. 

 

-First Union Quality footer appeared, Un-

ion Match Co. 

 

-First Feature appeared, Lion Match Co. 

 

 

 

1894 

 

 

 

1902 

 

 

1903 

 

 

1915 

 

1922 

 

1922 

 

1923 

 

1924 

 

 

1924 

 

1924 

 

 

1925 

 

1926 

 

1926 

 

 

1927 

 

1928 

 

 

1929 

 

 

1930 

 



-First 40-strike appeared, Advance Match 

Co. 

 

-First World's Fair covers appeared 

(Century of Progress), Chicago 

 

-First Group I Football sets, Diamond 

 

-First Petty Girl 

 

-First CCC covers appeared, Maryland 

Match Co. 

 

-First Midget appeared, Lion 

 

-First Group I Baseball sets, Diamond 

 

-First Ten-Strike by Universal appeared 

 

-First commercial matchcover albums - by 

Gromey of NY [date approximate] 

 

-First Billboard 40-strike from Universal 

appeared 

 

-First Manhattan Safety First footer ap-

peared, Manhattan Match Co. 

 

-First Royal Flash from Universal ap-

peared 

 

-First Giant appeared, Lion Match Co. 

 

-First collectors club appears in England. 

 

-First contact set - Dickens Christmas 

Carol set 

 

-First 10-strikes (by Universal) 

 

-First wide appearance of reverse strikers, 

Ohio Match Co. 

 

-First Girlie set (Elvgren Girls), Superior 

Match Co. 

 

-First Hilton Hotel covers appeared 

 

-First ADVERAP from Universal ap-

1931 

 

 

1933 

 

 

1933 

 

1933 

 

1934 

 

 

1934 

 

1934 

 

1934 

 

1935 

 

 

1936 

 

 

1936 

 

 

1936 

 

 

1936 

 

1937 

- 

1937 

 

 

1938 

 

1938 

 

 

1938 

 

 

1938 

 

1939 

peared. 

 

-First set of Madcap Maids issued, Match 

Corp. 

 

-First matchcover collectors' meeting, 

Henry Rathkamp's home, Newport, RI  

 

-First Display by Lion appeared 

 

-12Up first appears 

 

-First issue of RMS Bulletin 

 

-First Mirro-Gloss from Universal ap-

peared 

 

-First Post-War Navy Ship covers ap-

peared 

 

-First Outstanding Collector Award - 

Horace Rush was recipient 

 

-First Intercontinental Hotel covers ap-

peared 

 

-First matchcover exhibits at a convention 

 

-First matchcover exhibits at a convention 

 

-First Ever-Glo appeared, Maryland 

Match Co. 

 

-First Hillbillies appeared, Chicago Match 

Co. 

 

-First Petty Girls appeared, Superior 

Match Co. 

 

-First Best Western covers appeared, by 

Diamond Match Co. 

 

-Perfect 36 by Diamond appeared 

 

-First Safe-T-Lite by Universal appeared 

 

-First Lion Contour appeared 

 

-First Universal 30-strike appeared 

 

 

1939 

 

 

1939 

 

 

1940 

 

1940 

 

1941 

 

1941 

 

 

1945 

 

 

1946 

 

 

1946 

 

 

1948 

 

1948 

 

1948 

 

 

1948 

 

 

1948 

 

 

1948 

 

 

1948 

 

1949 

 

1951 

 

1951 



-First Jewelite appeared, Universal Match 

Co. 

 

-First Convention auctions 

 

-First Thompson Girls appeared, Superior 

Match Co. 

 

-First Match shucking contest at RMS 

convention 

 

-First Animatches 

 

-First Holiday Inn covers appeared 

 

-First Jewel by Universal appeared 

 

-First Universal Matchoramas appeared 

 

-First Model by Lion appeared 

 

-First Poster Feature by Lion appeared 

 

-First Lion True Color appeared 

 

-First AMCAL Convention ("AMCOC") 

 

-First Perkins Americana appeared, Ed 

Perkins, Maryland Match Co. 

 

-First Universal Sticky Backs appeared 

 

-First Diamond Pocketbox appeared 

 

-First Lion Easel Back by Lion appeared 

 

-First Grant-Mann color covers appeared, 

Canada 

 

-First Universal Signet appeared 

 

-First Century Lite by Universal appeared 

 

-First Universal Foilite appeared 

 

-First plastic matchboxes appeared, Van 

Deylan, West Germany (never caught on) 

 

-First RMS convention outside US 

1951 

 

 

1952 

 

1953 

 

 

1954 

 

 

1954 

 

1955 

 

1955 

 

1956 

 

1956 

 

1956 

 

1956 

 

1956 

 

1957 

 

 

1958 

 

1959 

 

1959 

 

1962 

 

 

1963 

 

1964 

 

1964 

 

1964 

 

 

1965 

(Canada) 

 

-First Foil-Fab appeared, American 

Match Co. 

 

-First Bryant & May Soverign trademark 

appeared, England 

 

-First Universal Filigree appeared 

 

-First Camera Color appeared, Monarch 

Match Co. 

 

-First Granada appeared, Monarch/

Superior 

 

-First Orleans appeared, Monarch Supe-

rior 

 

-First Universal Uniglo appeared 

 

-First disposable lighters introduced to 

US market 

 

-First Atlas Lenticular appeared 

 

-First Diamond Stop-Lites appeared 

 

-First Therm-O-Bossed covers from 

Strike-Rite Match Co., Canada 

 

-First Universal American Ace boxes 

appeared 

 

-First Universal Rainbow appeared 

 

-First Universal Matchtone appeared 

 

-Atlas 45 first appeared, Atlas Match 

Co., TX 

 

-First 24-strike appeared (Eagle 24), Co-

lumbia Match Co. 

 

-First Pockectbox Slim introduced by 

Diamond 

 

-First Universal Extend-N-Ad appeared 

 

 

 

1967 

 

 

1967 

 

 

1969 

 

1972 

 

 

1972 

 

 

1972 

 

 

1972 

 

1972 

 

 

1974 

 

1975 

 

1976 

 

 

1977 

 

 

1979 

 

1979 

 

1980 

 

 

1980 

 

 

1981 

 

 

1982 

 



 

 

 

 
 

-First Hall of Fame inductees - Austin 

Benner, Russ Fink, Isabel Lord, Duke 

Rohrer 

 

-First UES, Reading, PA 

 

-First Pocketbox Ultra-Slim appeared, 

Diamond Match Co. 

 

 

1982 

 

 

 

1982 

 

1983 

 

 

 

-First RMS Area Awards? 

 

 

-First Universal Classique 180 appeared 

 

-First Universal Jupiter One-Eight ap-

peared 

 

-First appearance of Camel 30-strike sin-

gles 

1984 

 

 

1985 

 

1985 

 

 

1995 


