
   General of the Army Douglas MacArthur (26 January 1880 – 5 April 1964) was an American five-

star general and Field Marshal of the Philippine Army. He was Chief of Staff of the United States 

Army during the 1930s and played a prominent role in the Pacific theater during World War II. He re-

ceived the Medal of Honor for his service in the Philippines campaign, which made him and his fa-

ther Arthur MacArthur Jr. the first father and son to be awarded the medal. He was one of only five to 

rise to the rank of General of the Army in the US Army, and the only one conferred the rank of field 

marshal in the Philippine Army. 

 

   MacArthur was valedictorian at the West Texas Military Academy and First Captain at West Point, 

where he graduated top of the class of 1903. During the 1914 occupation of Veracruz, he conducted 

a reconnaissance mission, for which he was nominated for the Medal of Honor. In 1917, he was pro-

moted from major to colonel and became chief of staff of the 42nd (Rainbow) Division. In the fighting 

on the Western Front during World War I, he rose to the rank of brigadier general, was again nomi-

nated for a Medal of Honor, and was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross twice and the Silver 

Star seven times. 

 

   From 1919 to 1922, MacArthur served as Superintendent of West Point, where he attempted a series 

of reforms. His next assignment was in the Philippines, where in 1924 he was instrumental in quelling 

the Philippine Scout Mutiny. In 1925, he became the Army's youngest major general. He served on the 

court-martial of Brigadier General Billy Mitchell and was president of the American Olympic Commit-

tee during the 1928 Summer Olympics in Amsterdam. In 1930, he became Chief of Staff of the Army. 

As such, he was involved in the expulsion of the Bonus Army protesters from Washington, D.C. in 

1932, and the establishment and organization of the CCC. He retired from the US Army in 1937 to be-

come Military Advisor to the Commonwealth Government of the Philippines. 

 

   MacArthur was recalled to active duty in 1941 as commander of Army Forces in the Far East. A se-

ries of disasters followed, starting with the destruction of his air forces on 8 December 1941 and the 

Japanese invasion of the Philippines. MacArthur's forces were soon compelled to withdraw to Bataan, 

where they held out until May 1942. In March 1942, MacArthur, his family and his staff left 

nearby Corregidor Island in PT boats and escaped to Australia, where MacArthur became Supreme 

Commander, Southwest Pacific Area. Upon his arrival, MacArthur gave his "I shall return" speech. Af-

ter more than two years of fighting in the Pacific, he fulfilled that promise. For his defense of the Phil-
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ippines, MacArthur was awarded the Medal of Honor. He officially accepted the surrender of Japan on 

2 September 1945 aboard the USS Missouri, and he oversaw the occupation of Japan from 1945 to 

1951. As the effective ruler of Japan, he oversaw sweeping economic, political and social changes. He 

led the UN Command in the Korean War with initial success; however, the controversial invasion of 

North Korea provoked Chinese intervention, and a series of major defeats. MacArthur 

was contentiously removed from command by President Harry S. Truman on 11 April 1951. He later 

became chairman of the board of Remington Rand. 

 

   MacArthur received public adulation, which aroused expectations that he would run for president, but 

he was not a candidate. MacArthur carried out a speaking tour in 1951–52 attacking the Truman ad-

ministration for "appeasement in Asia" and for mismanaging the economy. Initially attracting large 

crowds, by early 1952 MacArthur's speeches were attracting smaller and smaller numbers of people as 

many complained that MacArthur seemed more interested in settling scores with Truman and praising 

himself than in offering up a constructive vision for the nation. MacArthur's unwillingness to campaign 

for the presidency seriously hurt his ability to win the nomination. In the end, MacArthur endorsed 

Senator Robert A. Taft, and was keynote speaker at the 1952 Republican National Convention. Taft 

lost the nomination to Eisenhower, who went on to win the 1952 election by a landslide.  

 

   Douglas and Jean MacArthur spent their last years together in the penthouse of the Waldorf Towers, 

a part of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. He was elected chairman of the board of Remington Rand. At the 

1960 celebration for MacArthur's 80th birthday, many of his friends were startled by the general's obvi-

ously deteriorating health. The next day, he collapsed and was rushed into surgery at St. Luke's Hospi-

tal to control a severely swollen prostate. In June 1960, he was decorated by the Japanese government 

with the Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun with Paulownia Flowers, the highest Japanese 

order which may be conferred on an individual who is not a head of state.  

 

   After his recovery, MacArthur visited the White House for a final reunion with Eisenhower. In 1961, 

he made a "sentimental journey" to the Philippines, where he was decorated by President Carlos P. 

Garcia with the Philippine Legion of Honor. MacArthur also accepted a $900,000 advance from Henry 

Luce for the rights to his memoirs, and wrote the volume that would eventually be published 

as Reminiscences. Sections began to appear in serialized 

form in Life magazine in the months before his death. 

 

   President John F. Kennedy solicited MacArthur's counsel 

in 1961. The first of two meetings was held shortly after 

the Bay of Pigs invasion. MacArthur was extremely critical 

of the military advice given to Kennedy, and cautioned the 

young president to avoid a U.S. military build-up in Viet-

nam, pointing out that domestic problems should be given 

a much greater priority. MacArthur gave similar advice to 

President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

 

   MacArthur died at Walter Reed  on 5 April 1964, 

of biliary cirrhosis. Kennedy had authorized a state fu-

neral in 1963, and Johnson confirmed the directive. 

 

   MacArthur’s covers and boxes from World War II are 

famous throughout the hobby. 
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